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PEACE BEFORE WAR

I

n his autobiography La Vie de Henri Brulard, having
concluded two long chapters about his life, Stendhal writes
" After so many general observations, I shall now get born ".
I have much the same feeling in approaching the year 1912,
when actually I reached the age of twenty-seven. Apres
tant de considerations generates, je vais naitre. Up to now I
have seen a little of the stage and the world, enough to make
a prologue to my own comedy or tragedy or whatever it
is destined to be ; I can estimate the parts so far played by
thought and action in the shaping of a mind. Now must
come the rise of the curtain and the " act of preparation ",
as the French call it, in which the drama really begins. I
have started a career ; but do I really want the things that
success in a career brings with it, money and reputation,
settlement and responsibility, all the many millstones that
our century can hang about the neck of artists and writers ?
This may be begging the question : such burdens are very
welcome if one is able to bear them. In this year 1912 I see
older writers whom I know personally, men like Arnold
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